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THE closing of the second fiscal year

of State care of the pauper insn»e
in the Island asylums about New

York finds the last condition of these uu-

fortunates almost worse than the first,
when the county of New York was their

responsible custodian.
So far from lessening the evils then complainedof, State care would seem to have

aggravated them, In so far as the problem
of adelqua^e accommodation is concerned.

All the asylums of the Manhattan State

Hospital are
* to-day disgracefully over-

crowded, and obliged to resort for relief

to the utilization of quarters utterly nuflt

for the purposes for which they are now

employed. :-i ,

e Ward's Island Asylum, which should
|,^.^. mnrn thnn 1 000

ez oe ui uuuo. p

patients, now accommodates after a fashion
2.020. Hart's Island, which should yot,

y under existing conditions, be asked to accommodatethe insane at all, has collected
In Its ill-protected sheds upwards of 1,500,
and Blackwcll's Island, wlflch can only
honse comfortably GOO patients, is wrestling
with the problem of stretching its capacity
SO as to give shelter t6 nearly ^900. *

Half a Million More to Spend.
The last Legislature appropriated for the

maintenance of the insane asylnms of the

State, $4,500,000 in round numbers, or an

Increase over the previous year of about

$500,000. t'C Of the ten State institutions
for the cafe of the insane, strictly so called,
the Manhattan State Hospital alone has,
apparently, tailed to receive substantial
benefit from this appropriation. General
Superintendent A" E. Mucdonald has pro-
jected Improvements which, when carried
out, will cpst $610,100, but it is doubtfulif oven these contemplated extensions
Will provide the needed relief.
Section 15 of the Insanity Law of the

i,.l, n >ito. MS nf t ho IflWS fit 18901
i-mit: I

says:
The Commission shall provide «u(- |

licieut accommodations for the
prospective wants of the poor and
indigent insane of the State. To
prvent overcrowding in the State
hospitals it shall commend to the I
legislature the establishment of
other State hospitals' in .such parts
of the State as in its judgment
will best meet the requirements of
each insane. It shall also famish to
the legislature in each year an estimateof the probable number of
patients who will become inmates
of the respective State hospitals
during the year and the cost «f all
tlic additional buildings and equipments.If any, which will be requiredto carry out the provisions
of tliis chapter relating to th<^ eare,
custody and treatment of the poor
and Indigent insane of the State.

Existing conditions in the Manhattan
State Hospital indicate that either the
above provision has been ignored by the
State Lunacy Commission, or that the commissionfinds Itself unable to cope with
thein.

* Chambers of Horror.
Patients are crowded in the Island asylumslike sheep. At Hart's Island they

occupy dormitories in which the beds are
so t-Tose together that the occupants must
ciimb over the footboards to get upon their

\ couches. On Ward's Island acute eases
of suicidal mania are crowded in dormitoriesInto which ©d trance Is difficult and

TO Cl'RE A COI.H IX ONE DAY ,

Talis Laxative Bromo Quinine Tablets. All druggistsrefund the monr if it. fails to cure. 25c.
The genuine has 3. Q. on each tablet. *
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: the Halls Which Is Used a

free movement impossible on account of tbe pi
number of the beds. m

In one of the wards In the old Homaeo- 01
patliic Hospital on Ward's Island almost 0i
every available inch of space is swallowed t\
up by the cots of the patients. In every tl
one of the rooms flanking the main corrl- aidor of this ward pre two beds. These al
rooms are barely large enough to comfortablylodge one patient. Superintendent v..

Bryant himself acknowledged sadly yester- ..

day that it was a cruelty to confine two in-
sane persons in one of these rooms. h'
Constant increase of population has ren- K,

dered it necessary to place cots In the cor-
ridors of this ward. The cots are so close tr
together that the circuit of tbe corridor ^might easily be accomplished witliouf '-t
touching the floor.

Pitiful Condition of Women.
Anotner oia oarracKs wmen is utuigea

for housing the insane on Ward's Island f.;
is an annex north of the Verplank build- Sr
ing. It is dingy, illy ventilated and has no -'r'regular dining-ro'oin. One hundred and o,
two women live, sleep and eat in the one in
dormitory of this building. All these are Tr
ehfouic cases and at present it is impossibleto dispose of them in any other way. j>]
The beds usurp most of the available space o,
and the women sit or wander aimlessly nfabout in the narrow lanes between the cots. mAn unbroken line of them extends all maround the walls, and in the southern por- '

tion there is a double row of beds. r
Superintendent Bryant declared yester- '

day that he will soon have reaohpd a point '?
where it will be impossible to acfcoinmodateany more patients. During the Wintermonths admissions average from 65 to
70 per month, while the average of dis- tr
charges is less than 30 per month. In CI
other words, there is an average, of increase St
throughout the year 6f 40 patients per fo
mouth.
The means of relief for this overcrowd- tr

lug are so limited as to be little better tnan m
useless. At Hart's Island and Central cc
Islip the majority accommodated are p;
chronic cases who are in good phys'cal c],
diulition so that vacancies occur but sel- w

Iciii. The only other State hospitals avail w
itble for the reception of this overflow are p.
the Willard State Hospithl, the asylum at
fisidensburg. X. Y.. and tlie Collins Farm I;
Asylum, which is about thirty miles from
Buffalo. J(rf

No Special Care.
Under existing conditions those in charge .

of the asylums of the Manhattan State
Hospital experience the greatest difficulty
in caring for acute cases. These, which are
the most delicate of all cases to be treated,
ore huddled together In^mal! rooms by scores.
The danger of accidents in handling so many
of these cases in the limited space at
command is extreme. The individual attentionwhich each shoual receive is, Dr.
Bryant says, impossible. There Is no opportunityfor special nursing or even

special diet, aud little chance for the phy- f
sicians in charge to study individual cases I
carefully. ,

\
The capacity of the twenty nine wards

of the main asylum on Ward's Island is
normally twenty-eight patients. To confine
any more than that number in one of these
wards is a cruelty, but at present the averagefor each of these wards is about sixty
patients. The ward dining rooms are in
many instances so inadequate as to neces- *

sitate the laying of tables in thfc corridors.
An expert on methods of earing for the

insane declared to the Journal yesterday
that the first and most imperative need of
the present situation was that a thorough
redistribution be made of insane patients
i:i the asylums of the State. The asylums
of the Manhattan State Hospital are called \

upon to minister to the needs of a populationof 4,000.000 souis, he saidl while the
nine other asylums were only subjected to
the demands of a population If,000,000
persons.

If, said he. the other State hospitals were
obliged to shoulder their share of the
burden, the present overcrowding could not
exist.
In the second place, he said, the theory

of housing patients in the old Homoeo- ^
Pathic Hospital and Verplanck building on
Ward's Island, the tumble-down sheds on
Hart's Island, and many of the totally unfit
buildings on Blackwell's Island, was a mistakenone and should be rtoandoned. gs
He declared that the logical remedy for

the present evil was the extension of facilitiesat the farm at Central Islip, where a
thousand acres of land invite improvement wi
and provide ample room for th'e erection of

Investigation, he said, should also be
made of expenditures for maintenance "]
which now reach the seemingly extravagantfigure of nearly $3.50 per capita.
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tvhich Aiv national bank Is allowed by law
to loan to any individual.
The bank's capitalisation is $500,000. Mr.

\
\

*

ingorly is said to be its debtor in sums
seceding $1,200,000.
Mr. Singerly's securities for these loans
inuot be immediately realized upon. In
jme instances, it is said, by reason of
irinkage of values, the securities would
>t cover the face of the loans.
How much the deficit will be cannot be
en guessed at until the accountant

the assignees of the trust commyand the bank examiner have finished
leir task of untangling the complicated
lokkeeping mysteries which cover the rctionsof the bpuk, the trust company, and
ie forty and one other schemes in which
r. Singerly's restless ambitioii prompted
m to engage, it was in these outside
hemes that the Record's great profits and
ie bank's deposits were lost, so it is alged.
A model stock farm was one of Mr. Sinrly'sfirst outside ventures. It is said to
ive cost him close upon a half million
ilars. Then he started an Immense paper
anufacturiug pl^nt at Elkton, Md. The
?cord purchased its output at an estl-
ated* annual loss of $25,000.
Recently Mr. Singer lv has built some
mdreds of houses in the western part of
e city. Ho link had poor success in sell- ,

g the property on the instalment plan,
d bis necessities for ready *&ash have
liged him to sell some of it at a loss. The :
st is heavily mortgaged.

More Wild Schemes. |
rwo or three y'edrs ago a spectacular <

C.4\tr rrr^t Afi.1

iO ;i schgnie to bmild big knitting works j
Kensington, a suburb of Philadelphia,
a result of that venture Mr. Slngerly r

said to have borrowed $330,000 from his ,
end, the late William H. Kemble, and v
>0.000 more' from Elkins & Widener, the {
letion magnates. x
fhe Kemble estate and Elkins & Wide- j
r took stock (»£ the Record as security, £
d it is hinted that at this juncture in
r. Singerly's affairs the Traction Trust
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s a Dormitory.{
sople will take over the newspaper and <
ake a Trust organ of it. Besides the vari- Jis enterprises enumerated, Mr. Singerly is ]edited with being the financial backer of Jvo or three big department stores, notably(at of Lltt Brothers, on (Chestnut street,id the big millinery estabishment of Rlch

d.T. Lenuon.
All these diverse enterprises are said toiVe lost money during tiie past two years,id with a million and a half of mort-
iged indebtedness drawing interest, Mr.
iugerly had a greater financial burdeniau he could carry. Had It not been for
ie immense deposits of city. State and
itional funds, the downfall of the Singerbanksmust have occurred long ago.Of the .$3,056,997 deposits iu the two
inks at the time of suspension, the heavlititems were as follows:

iSchedule of Deposits.
ty of Philadelphia $290,000ate of Pennsylvania 225,000lited States Oovernmert 34,000achyrs' Annuity and Pension Fuud.... 35,000it-of-town banks. (ISO,000dividual deposits 1,200,000list company liabilities (300,000
The treasurer of the city aiyl county of

hiladelphlais Kichard (I Oellerss Mr.
pliers is also treasurer of Mr. Singerly's
wspaper, and was formerly its business
anager. He lias not deposited a greateroportion of the city's funds in the Sin

rlybank than is allowed by the State
COT-O V.,lt I... v.1- .1. "ie.

k'lM *!»?> Ticpupiin 11 J
the limit long after rumore of impending
saster were circulated regarding the in- ]
itution. (
Polities, it is claimed, accounted for CompollenEckels's strange leniency toward the
hestnut Street Bank. A United States
ngtor pointed out the why and where-
re of it yesterday. i

"Eckels says he knew the bank was in
ouble two years ago," said this gentle-
an. "and he doubtless did. But it wasn't
msiderntion for the fate of the other
hiladelphia banks that kept him from
osing up Mr. Slngerly's Institution. liasconsideration for the interests and ,

ishes of President Cleveland, ex-Governor
attison and Chairman ftarrity and the
st of the gold Democratic party, of which
r. Singerly was an influential member,
was this same interest that kept $35,000 i
the Government's money In the bank,

MAGISTRATE KUD LI

C I V
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yOU cannot "ring in a cold deck" on

j Magistrate Kudlich, of the Centre
* Street Court.
Three Syrians tried to fool His Honor reirdinga card game yesterday, and the
anner in which the Magistrate proved
s insight into ""tricks that ure vain" wrs

ouderful to behold. y
Tlio Svrians were charsed with playing
a gambling game which they called

3ezzl."
"Bezlque, is it," observed the Magistrate,
lietly; "I can play a pretty good hand of
zique myself."
"No, Your Honor," said a mild looking
tective, "this is different; something like
aw."
"What's draw?"
"Poker, Y'our Honor."
"Played with cards?"
"Yes, Your Honor."

.

nn<] at that time held a large State deposit
there."

It- was politics of a different stripe, so
it is claimed,, which kept the sinking fund
money and the city contractors' rebates
in the Chestnut Street Bank of recent
months and also retained the deposits of
the State of Pennsylvania.
Although a Democrat of the Democrats,

Mr. Singcrly has, of late years, consorted
considerably with David Martin, a Republicanboss of the "cansolidation faction"
in city politics, and present Secretary of
the Commonwealth. Dave Martin is allpowerfulin city affairs with a Republican
administration,'and to his favor It is said
N^r. Singerly owes the crcumstance that a

heavy majority of the State and city funds
were not withdrawn from the Chestnut
Street Bank last Summer.

Strange Political Deals.
Martin, with Tom Dolan, forced to completionthe gigantic deal whereby the MunicipalGas Works, of Philadelphia, were

leased to a private syndicate.the "Union
Gas Improvement Company".for a long
period of years.
Some, of the Republican papers fought

the iniquitous measure fathered by their
iwn party leaders bitterly; but Mr. Sinterly'sRecord bad no words of criticism
>r condemnation for Martin and his coleagues.And thus, say the critics, was the
largain for the retention of the State and
county funds consummated. Charles A.
^orter, one of the directors of the Cbestnitr.
sweet ivnins, is uiso n tuiuiei ijumliuui
ntlmate of Dave Martin.
People are just beginning to discuss these
ircunistances in the light of the proposed
dan of settlement of Siugerly's affairs. In'estlgatlonof Treasurer Oeller's action in
laving so much of the city's money in the
vreeked bank will surely follow the Bank
Examiners' announcement of any consideraileeventual loss to the municipality.

Took Money Too Late.
People are particularly Indignant over the

oss of the entire Teachers' Pension Fund,
ind over the multiplying stories of depostsaccepted n few hours before the banks'
loors were closed. One eminent physician,
vho is a depositor of the Chestnut Street
Jank, said yesterday that he knew one delositof $26,000 to be accepted over the
ounjter as late as 1 o'clock Wednesday aft

rnoon.A widow with two children to suplortoffered $230.all she had in the world.
or deposit at 2:30 o'clock Wednesday. It,
oo, was accepted.
When the first alarm went out regarding
he banks' condition, some wealthy
riends of Mr. Singerly offered to come to
lis rescue with any, amount up to $1,250,

00,it is said. They withdrew their offer,
hough, when it became known how great
lis indebtednes would be. George H.
Sai'le, Jr., president of the Tradesmen's
S'ational Bank and the Finance Company
>f Philadelphia, and Richard Cook, presi[enfof the Guarantee Trust and Safe De-
josit Company, are tne assignees 01 me

rust company. It is they who have formuatedthe plan of settlement which was
lubmitted to the officers and depositors of
he Chestnut Street Bank, at a meeting
leld in John G. Johnson's office to-day.
This plan, as originally outlined, compreleudsthe inflation of the stock of the Rec»rdto $<4,000,000, upon which amount it is
low earning 0 per cent dividends annually.

Plan of Settlement. ,

AH Ms. Slngerly's assets would go to se;urethis stock, which a syndicate will
inderwrite and float. From the sale of
his stock it is said that enough cash will
>e realized to pay all 'depositors 50 cents
in the dollar, and they will be asked to
iccept stock in lieu of the remainder.
It is not known whether or not this

scheme will be received with favor. I' is
said that Comptroller Kekels sanctioned it
ondltionally. The assignees intlmnte that
vhile the Government requires that dollar
or dollar must be paid in voluntary liquilation,if the creditors "ask" to be paid
jalf in cash and half in stock, there can
le no legal objection to settling on that
jasis. As an Inducement to the creditors
:o "ask" to be paid half of their claims in
stock Mr. Singerly's friends point out the
Jelays and expensive litigation incident to
IXIG alternative UL a rei't'n itsiji{j, iinu int*

eery excellent chances of the impairment
if the value of assets by reason of delay
>r forced sale on a poor market under the
receivership.

Growing Worse All the Time.
With a few slight changes this plan, submittedby George H. Earle, Jr., and RiehtrdI. Cook, was approved this afternoon

by their attorney, John G. Johnson, and it
will at once be put into operation. The
plan, however, is not a cash settlement of
50 per cent and 50 per cent of preferred
stock in the Record, as was at first stated..
Mr. Singerly himself and Mr. Johnson are

authority for the denial, and both state
that for the present the exact plan will
not be made public. It will probably be
submitted to the stockholders Thursday or

Friday. ,

It is gradually appearing, however, that
Mr. Slngerly's various properties are

blanketed with obligations almost to their
"nil value, and conservative financiers have
predicted that when all is known the
wreck will be nearly as bad as that of the
Keystone National Bank.

Eckels Says He Knew It.

Washinjrton. Dec. 27..In speaking of
the Singerly failure this evening ComptrollerEokyfs said: '

"I have known of the condition of the
Chestnut Street National Bank for two
rears. At that time its affairs were in bad
shape, and were brought to my attention.
>ne year ago I could have closed the bank,
but it would not have done. It was in
election times.
"I have to take chances on banks. Any

one'who has been familiar With my office
during the past four years would appreciatethis. Many banks have been on the
verge of failure. I saved them. I believed
in this ease that Mr. Singerly could pull
throusrh. Two years ago there was no

money in the country to invest. I thought
iiat with the return of prosperity he would
be able to place his stocks at an advantage.
took the chance, and the condition of the

bank is 50 per cent better than it was two
years ago.
"Last Tuesday 1 went to Philadelphia.

Mr. Slngerly offered to place $2,000,000
stock in the Record on the market. A committeeof financiers started out to secure
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"Strnnge! Can't say I know anything
about that game; but this bezzl.what li
It?"
The detective took a greasy pack of card:

from the nearest Syrian and carried then
to the bench.
The Magistrate took the cards, sent then

flying up his arm to his shoulder, arouiu
his neck to the other arm, out Into tin
lobby like a kite tajl, up and down, in anc
out, with a flapping like a covey of quail
while the Syrians gaspea.
"Shuffled enough, do you think?" aske<

His Honor, genially.
"Whejv!" exclaimed the detective, as hi

assured the Magistrate that every cart
must have changed place twenty times.
"Then we'll cut," responded the Magis

trate, as the deck flow apart In the middh
without visible manipulation.
"The game is," explained a detective, "t(

match a card drawn from the deck. Vox
keep on drawing until you get it, and yox
put down a coin each time you miss it
The winner takes the pot."
The detective put down a pile of pennies

subscriptions. An Lour before the amount
was subscribed a run started on the bank.
The amount was finally subscribed, but too
late. I believe Mr. Singerly will pull' out
and the bank will pay dollar for dollar. I
am not ashamed of anything I have done.
The chance I took proves that I was right.
"The Government was 1n a position to

lose nothing by the failure of this bank, as
all of Its deposits were entirely covered by
bonds. An arrangement is now being made
by which no receiver will be appointed for
the bank, as it will go into voluntary liquidation."

RUSSIA FACESjlEOT ODDS.
Continued from First Page.

ter, and the sudden revelation that Englandis still the predominant European
power in the Far Orient, and that not even

any combination of European powers could
hold its own against an Anglo-Japanese
alliance in tie Chinese seas, or in China
itself, fills the Britisher with pride and
satisfaction, and has served to restore his
former confidence in himself, a confidence
sadly impaired by the foreign policy pursuedby the present administration since
it came iiito office.
Naval Superiority of Unglana.

The following figures will serve to show
the overwhelming superiority of the AngloJapanesecombination.
England's fleet to-day numbers 496 men of

war and cruisers, one-half of which have
been built within the last ten years, while
her torpedo boats, many of them seagoing
vessels, number over 200, making a rough
total of 700 ships of war in commission.
Japan has a navy composed of twentyseventorpedo boats, and sixty-two men of

war, sixteen of which are wooden cruisers,
while the remaining forty-six are armored
vessels of the newest type, making a total
for the Japanese navy of 89 war vessels.
That is to say, the combined navies of

Great Britain and Japan amount to close
upon 800 ships of war, against which overwhelmingnaval force Russia can only
bring a fleet of 200 torpedo boats and men
of war all told.
So much for the Anglo-Japanese supemaoy

at sea.

Relative Military Strength.
It has generally been supposed that, howevergreat the superiority of England might

be at sea, Russia was at least three time3
as strong as England as far as the army is
concerned. This is a popular and very generalfallacy. England's present army In
time of peace numbers, nil told, 715,600
men, whereas the total peace footing of
Russia's army is only 835,000 men, scatteredover, an, enormous area. Japan's
army on its peace footing and now serving
with the colors numbers 284,741 men, makinga total at present effective of the AngloJapanesecombination on a peace footing of
1,000,341 men; that }s to say, nearly 200,000
men more than thb peace footing of the
Russian Army.
War Footing of the Rival Armies.
Tho w ii r fnntfno' nf thp Russian nrmv

amounts to 2,500,000 men.on paper. It is
impossible to give any correct idea o'f the
war footing of Great Britain or of Japan,
since, although in ordinary times the Englisharmy is recruited by voluntary enlistment,a law exists which enables the Government,should it consider it necessary, or

if the enlistment does not yield the requiredresults, to oblige every able-bodied
man between the ages of twenty and fifty
to do compulsory military service.

Russia's Disadvantages.
In the event of a war between the AngloJapanesecombination against Russia, or

even against a Franco-Muscovite allied
force, the odds would always be overwhelminglyin favor of the Anglo-Japanese.
For owing to the fact that the transSiberianrailroad is still far from completion,and will not be available for the transportof troops to the Pacific coast for at
least a year- to come, all military reinforcementshave to be sent to Vladivostock by
ship, and that, too, in restricted numbers,owing to lack of shipping and to the
desire to avoid attracting attention. Moreover,there is a difficulty about obtaining
supplies for the Russian troops on the Pacificcoast, which are for the present dependentupon the Australian markets and
upon those of the Pacific coast of America,
both of which would be closed to them in
the event of a war.

Wlm+ .Tsaiinn f niilrl Do.

How rapidly Japuii can move troops Was
demonstrated at the time of her war with
China, and there is no doubt that were war

to break out between Russia and the AngloJapanesecombination Japan could pour uu

army of 150,000 magnificently equipped and
peri'Ctly trained soldiers into China, Coreu
or 'into Russian Siberia and VladivCstock
within a couple of weeks.
The knowledge, of this possibility as well

as the potentialities of "the allied AuglbJapanesefleet will probably have the effect
of causing Russia to back down and abandon
her aggressive polfcy and to consult as well
as defer the views of the Anglo-Japanese
combination before proceeding any further.
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Yoo c/w co iNiovy, rjuTjo ir you ga^hlC ANvrior^rI'LL-cone DQ^NAnd^kiNYoo,
; on the desk and drew the deuce of clubs.
3 "Now, Your Honor, the deuce of spades

wins. Do you see? You draw."
3 "Something like casino," remarked His
1 Honor, aS he drew the deuce of spades the

first time and reached for the detective's
, pennies.
j "He's a wonder!" said the detective, sottc
, voce, "and yet he says he does not know
i what draw poker is. Rezz! What is bezz

to him?"
The Syrians were trembling in theil

1 boots. They had declared that their game
was a friendly sport that had no eleinenl

i of gambling In it. But you can't expeel
r a magistrate to be severe when he ha?

just proved his supremacy in a game h(
never saw before. So he looked the prls

T oners over, as he absent mindedly shuffler
5 the cards in a column three feet into tin

air. and then motioned to them that thej
> could go.
] "And tell them," he cried to the court
l interpreter, "that if I ever hear/of theii
. playing bezzi again, I'll come to their plac«

and beat them out of every sequin thej
s have."

CANAAN I
EAS

Meyer Schoenfeli
15,000 to a

Hirsch (

Meyer Sehoenfeld, Leader
FROM sweatshop to sweatshop it flew,

and from tenement to tenement.the
news of a new Land of Canaan and

a new Moses to lead the way. The clickclackof sewing machines was stopped for a

a few moments, and needles were held suspendedin the air, and pallid lips parted in
wohder, and bent forms straightened, and
young eyes brightened with hope, and old
eyes dimmed with the sceptical wistfulness
that is born of years of toil.
"Have you heard?" was on every lip.

"Have you heasd that there is to be a colonyfor us somewhere outside of New York,
founded with the money of the good Baron
de Hirsch, and that our own brave Meyer
Syhoenfeld is to lead us there.fifteen
thousand (of us?"
And so the rumor spread and circled and

doubled on itself until it was carried back
into a room at No. 104 Orchard street,
where sat a man of heavy build, whose
gray eyes danced with nervous energy and
whose lips were set in the mould of compassionand persuasion. It was Meyer
Sehoenfeld, founder and leader of the
Brotherhood of United Tailofs, whom .the
workers of the East Side look up to as a

trusted leader, and whom their employers
respect as a man of honesty and force.

Schoenfedtl's View of It.
In a few abrupt, vivid sentences Meyer

Sehoenfeld told how much there was in the
rumor. It was true, he said, that representativesof the Baron de Hirsch fund had
approached him arid asked bis co-operation
in a great colonization plan involving the
emigration of many thousands of East
Side garment makers to a freer soil, where

fioviat, on/1 mnro nrntitnhle industries
would be open to tlieni.
"I told them," said the lender with his

characteristic energy of utterance, "that
I would be willing to co-operate In this
plan provided the colonists should be guaranteedsupport for a year in their new
home. I told them that there were 40 per
cent too many garment workers in Greater
New York, and that the colonization
scheme If successful would go a long way
toward regulating supply and demand of
labor, so that those remaining here might
earn enough to let them live like human
beings.

"I told them that on the condition I
named I could at once secure a following of
at least 5,000 to the new colony, and that
10,000 more would flock there in the course
of a year If the colony should show signs
of being a succesp.
"Whether the condition I named will be

accepted I cannot say, but it is quite likely
that In the course of a week there may be
important intelligence on the subject."
And then Meyer ScUoenfeld jumped to his

feet and walked up and down the room,
sketching In vigorous terms the conditions
of those for whose uplifting he elected to
labor, and emphasizing his statements with
jerky, intense gestures that seemed an expressionof the man's own nature.
"There are sixty thousand garment workersin Greater New York," he siild. "How

do they live? You can see for yourself.
Look around at these tenements; Look Into
e,,.. ,ontBi,nns Whv is It. then, that
they stay here/ Why 13 it that there are
more of these unhappy starvelings in New
York, Brooklyn and Brownsville than there
are in all the other large cities of tiie
United States combined? There are many
reasons."

Wily tlie Trade Is Crowded.
Meyer Schoenfeld sat down suddenly on

the table and punctuated his discourse t\v
striking the palm of his left hand with the
first and second fingers of his right.
"The clothing trade is the easiest thing

In the world for a Jew to drift Into and
the hardest thing for him to escape from.
He does not speak the language of the
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of the East Side Tailors.
country. Well, a tailor need not speak'the
language! He is timid; he does not care to
venture far afield. Well, there is nothing
to fear in a sweatshop.nothing except
starvation. And it is so easy to learn to
use a needle or a sewing machine.

"*'ut I'll tell *you another reason why
tnese poor souls are huddled here in misery,working for what tliey can get. They
are' nearly all orthodox Hebrews, who observeSaturday as the Sabbath and work
on Sunday. Here in New York they are
permitted to do so/ because the Sundaylaws are not enforced. ,If they went to
umer ci lifts, tvuere cuuuaj uuservuuce wit* »

compelled, they could not work on Sunday,and they certainly could not afford to
be. idle two days in each week. It is so
easy to evade the Sunday law here, where
there is a/multitude of small contractors, l
or middlemen. It was different when the
workers were employed directly by the
manufacturers.
'Now we hope to abolish this system of

small contractors in 1900.' We have given
notice to the manufacturers that, beginningwith that year, they must, employ
their own labor direct. That, of course,
will be for the benefit of the workers, if
we can force it to a successful Issue.and
I think we can.
"Under present conditions there are so

many rival middlemen that they cut each
other's throats in bidding for work, and.
of course, the operatives' wages are cut
down to starvation point. Any fellow with
a couple of machines can be a contractor
and the proprietor of a sweatshop in these
days.

Strikes Are Necessary.
"That is why the tailors are obliged to

strike regularly every year. During the
slack season the workers are at the mercy
of their employers. Then, when the busy
season begins and they are really needed
badly, they are forced to strike before
they can obtain a restitution of anything
like living wages."
Mr. Schoenfeld omitted to state that he

had invented the system of striking every
year, and that through his efforts tne conditionsunder which the East Side tailors
labor have been greatly mitigated during
+ nott more V»rr rdQSfin rtf hia OYPf'll-

tive ability 'and the public sentiment, *

which he aroused in favor of the workers
in the course of the great strikes engineered
by him.
"The abolition of the middleman system

will be a great help," concluded the labor
leader, "but there can be no real, permanentimprovement until the congestion here }
is relieved by some such scheme of colonizationas that proposed by the representa- i
fives of the Baron de Hlrsch fund." j
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